
Promising “better tomor-
rows” for a state plagued by 
cancer, University of Ken-
tucky officials announced 
Friday that the Markey 
Cancer Center has won a 
prestigious National Cancer 
Institute designation.

Markey is now one of 68 

medical centers that have 
special access to federal re-
search funding, clinical tri-
als and new treatments. It is 
the only NCI center in Ken-
tucky, which has the most 
cancer deaths in the nation 
per 100,000 residents.

Kentucky also ranks in 
the top 10 for lung, colon, 
head and neck cancers. In 

Appalachian Kentucky, the 
overall cancer rate is 12 
percent higher than in the 
United States as a whole.

The designation allows 

UK awarded 
top-shelf cancer 

designation

IT’S FIRST IN KENTUCKY TO SNAG GAME-CHANGING STATUS 

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com

Dr. Michael Karpf, UK’s executive vice president for health affairs, showed off his T-shirt Friday 

heralding the National Cancer Institute designation that UK has worked four years to attain.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

See MARKEY, A2

Economy booster: Other medical 
centers with NCI status have seen 
economic ripple effect. Page A2

TASK FORCE TAKES ACTION

LEXINGTON SEES 
28 DEATHS IN 

JUST SIX MONTHS

Fayette County
fatal heroin 
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Source: Fayette County Coroner Gary Ginn
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*28 overdoses from 
Jan. 1 through June 
27, 2013

HEROIN 
DEATHS

RAISE THE 
ALARM

 In the first six months 
of 2013, there were 28 
heroin overdose deaths in  
Lexington, six more than 
in all of 2012 and more 
than five times as many 
as two years ago.

 City leaders and law 
enforcement officers have 
tried to get a handle 
on that trend. Officials 
formed a task force that 
has  held closed-door 
meetings  for months, try-
ing to devise a strategy to 
overcome the punishing 
blows that heroin has laid 
on  the city.

 On Friday, Mayor Jim 

Gray — flanked by the 
Division of Police , the 
LFUCG Public Safety 
team and law enforce-
ment partners — held a 
news conference to dis-
cuss their efforts in pros-
ecution, treatment and 
prevention.

By Valarie Honeycutt 
Spears and Taylor Harrison 

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

See HEROIN, A7

Reversing an overdose: One 
drug counteracts heroin in 
emergencies. Page A6

‘DADDY, IT’S ME; I’M 
STILL IN HERE. BUT
I CAN’T GET OUT’

RICHMOND — Noth-
ing about the way Dylan 
Poindexter grew up indi-
cated that he would die  of 
a heroin overdose at age 
22.

Dylan, the son of a re-
tired Lexington firefighter 
and a hospital pharmacist, 
had a somewhat idyllic 
life.

Alan and Donna Poin-
dexter raised Dylan and 
his older brother, Shelby, 
27, in a large, impeccably 
decorated home set on 
acres of beautifully land-
scaped land in Richmond. 

By Valarie Honeycutt Spears 
and Taylor Harrison 

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

See DYLAN, A6
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SANFORD, Fla. — Sev-
enteen months after Tray-
von Martin was shot dead 
— and after 24 days of trial 
and 3½ hours of delibera-

tion — jurors retired Friday 
night without deciding 
whether George Zimmer-
man murdered the Miami 
Gardens teen. 

That means the closely 
watched saga — with sup-
porters of both sides urging 
calm — will stretch out at 
least one more day as the 
six jurors resume deliberat-

ing at 9 a.m. Saturday. 
Friday’s jury delibera-

tions became a cliffhanger 
in a trial that has captured 
worldwide attention, cast-
ing scrutiny on U.S. race 
relations and Florida’s much 
criticized self-defense law. 

“There is no tension in 
Seminole County,” Sheriff 

Jurors begin deliberations  
in Trayvon Martin case

ZIMMERMAN’S FATE UP 
TO 6-WOMAN PANEL

By Evan S. Benn  
and David Ovalle

The Miami Herald

See TRIAL, A9

UK basketball hopes to add Goodluck, Angel 
Sports, D1: One is a former teammate of Nerlens Noel, the other has been in the U.S. only a year

» Business, D7: General Dynamics to add up to 1,300 call center jobs in Winchester, London
» Life + Home, B1: DIY storage solutions to help unclutter and tidy up your small space

Church catches 
air with skaters

Life + Faith, B6 

COMING SUNDAY

Fifty Years of Night: $25 million 'arts and smarts' plan 
for Eastern Kentucky has had little impact
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1099 Duval Street, Suite 110
Lexington, KY 40515
Just off Tates Creek & Man O’War

Next to the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge

P 859.313.3400

Introducing Our Family To Your Family
With routine screenings and
counseling on lifestyle changes,
your primary care physician is
uniquely trained to maintain
the overall health of you and
your family. So stop by and
introduce yourself. We’re
right around the corner.

Michelle Wrightson, MD
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Benjamin Rambicure, MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

Mauverine Hall, MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

James Lynch, MD
INTERNAL MEDICINE

dealsaver.com/lexington

so here’s
the deal...

$10 for $20 to Use at
Shorty’s Urban Market!


