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Sept. 11 remembered
Ceremonies at New York, Washington and around 
the country mark the eighth anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks. Page A3 and D1.

UK center ready to play
Jorge Gonzalez says his one-game suspension left 
him “so ashamed.” Now he is gearing up for Louis-
ville next week. Sports, B1.

All spruced up
Renovations are finished at the Old Governor’s Man-
sion in Frankfort.  Inside | Out, Page C1.

COMING UP | SUNDAY
From music to performance arts, see Sunday’s  
Arts + Life section for 11 pages of events in the 
upcoming months.

A mourner knelt at the reflecting pool of New 
York’s Ground Zero during the the eighth an-
niversary commemoration ceremonyon Friday.

CHIP EAST | ASSOCIATED PRESS

After months of trying to use 
the legal system to protect herself 
from her former fiancé, 29-year-
old Amanda Ross was found shot 
to death early Friday outside her 
home in downtown Lexington.

Hours later, the man she feared, 

former state representative and 
one-time gubernatorial candidate 
Steve Nunn, was taken into police 
custody at the edge of the Hart 
County cemetery where his par-
ents are buried. 

Nunn had slit his wrists after 
placing mementos on his parents’ 
graves, officers said.

Nunn was charged with six 
counts of wanton endangerment of 

a police officer after police say he 
fired a .38-caliber handgun when 
officers began arriving at the cem-
etery. Nunn, 56, was listed in fair 
condition in a Bowling Green hos-
pital late Friday.

Lt. Douglas Pape, Lexington 
police spokesman, said Nunn was a 
person that detectives “would like to 
talk to” in relation to Ross’s death.

Nunn slits wrists 
after ex-fiancée slain

♦

Son of former governor found at parents’ graves
By Ashlee Clark, Bill Estep  

and Amy Wilson
aclark@herald-leader.com 
bestep@herald-leader.com

See SLAYING, A2

STEVE NUNN

FRANKFORT — The son of a Re-
publican governor, Steve Nunn forged a 
political career as a state lawmaker and 
health official who advocated for the poor 
and disabled.

On Friday, another picture of Nunn 
emerged as police found the 56-year-old 
with slit wrists near his parents’ grave site 
in Hart County. Hours earlier, his former 
fiancée, Amanda Ross, was found shot to 
death in Lexington. Police said they want to 
question Nunn in relation to Ross’s death.

“Steve has always been known as a 
very compassionate fellow, not a violent 
bone in his body,” said Lexington attor-
ney Larry Forgy, who has known Nunn 
for more than 40 years.

“What has transpired here is totally 
out of character for him,” Forgy said.

Nunn served in the House of Represen-
tatives from 1991 to 2006 and was known 

Ex-lawmaker 
known for 

social advocacy
By Jack Brammer and Beth Musgrave

jbrammer@herald-leader.com
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

See NUNN, A2

AMANDA ROSS

Amanda Ceaberry Lee Ross was a 
warm and vivacious woman — some-
one who liked animals, soccer, Ernest 
 Hemingway, and keeping up with friends 
from her 1998 graduating class at Sayre 
School, friends say.

Ross was born Oct. 10, 1979, in Flem-
ing County and moved with her family to 
Lexington in the mid 1980s when her late 
father, Terrell Ross, founded the invest-
ment banking firm of Ross,  Sinclaire & 
Associates.

State Rep. Bob Damron, a  Nicholasville 
Democrat who works at the firm Ross’s fa-
ther founded, said Ross “had a good math-
ematical mind and a good business mind.”

Tom Grunwald, Sayre’s director of 
alumni affairs, remembered Ross as a good 
student who liked Ernest Hemingway, also 
a favorite author of Grunwald’s. He gave 

Friends mourn 
loss of bright, 

cheerful woman
By Cheryl Truman, Valarie Honeycutt Spears 

and Beverly Fortune
ctruman@herald-leader.com

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

See ROSS, A2

Amanda Ross
was found 

dead Friday 
morning.

Steve Nunn
is in a  

Bowling Green 
hospital.

Residents of the Opera House Square Townhomes on West Short Street talked to investigators 
Friday. Amanda Ross was found dead in the parking lot close to where she lived. 
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When it happened

6:34 a.m. EDT: Lexington police receive a call about a shooting at 
Opera House Square Townhomes at 541 West Short Street. 
6:36 a.m. Officers arrive at the townhomes and find Amanda Ross, 
29, shot near the parking lot.
7:09 a.m. Ross is pronounced dead at University of Kentucky Hospi-
tal. She died of a gunshot wound, Fayette County Coroner Gary Ginn 
said.

11:30 a.m. 
EDT: Police find 
Steve Nunn at 
Cosby United 
Methodist 
Church cem-
etery near the 
Barren County-
Hart County 
line. Nunn had 
slit his wrists.

Kentucky State Trooper Chad Smith, left, Lexington police homicide detective 
William Persley and Trooper Jonathan McChesney conferred at Cosby United 
Methodist Church Cemetery in Barren County on Friday.

HUNTER WILSON | THE DAILY NEWS | ASSOCIATED PRESS

65

HART
Munfordville

Cosby United 
Methodist 

Church

Federal regulators will take a closer look 
at 49 requests for surface coal-mining permits 
in Eastern Kentucky, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced Friday.

The permits are among 79 in four Appa-
lachian states slated for extra review under a 
push by the Obama administration to curb en-
vironmental damage from such mines.

The EPA said it wants to make certain the 
proposed mines won’t cause water pollution 
and violate the Clean Water Act. An initial 
review concluded all 79 probably would affect 
water quality and require additional study, the 
EPA said.

Twenty-three of the mines are in West Vir-
ginia; six are in Ohio; and one is in Tennessee.

The action targets a practice known as 
mountaintop removal mining. The highly ef-
ficient mining method involves blasting away 
mountaintops to expose multiple coal seams 
and, in most cases, filling nearby valleys with 
rock placed atop intermittent streams.

Bill Caylor, president of the Kentucky Coal 
Association, said the enhanced reviews are 
frustrating and causing a lot of uncertainty in 
the industry. Ultimately, the agency’s decision 

♦

E.P.A. FEARS PROPOSED SITES 
MIGHT AFFECT WATER QUALITY

Regulators 
will review  
49 Ky. mine 

permits

Staff, Wire Reports

See COAL, A10
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Spotlight Lexington is a free 17-day downtown festival celebrating the
Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games. Get ready for it at these events.

Join other local business to discover how you can participate in Spotlight
Lexington, including displaying signage and beautification packages.

10 a.m. Downtown Arts Center
141 E. Main St.spotlightlexky.com


