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“My best case ending for this was that Darryl was safe on an island
with someone else who loves him. ... The worst case is this.”
Kim Dotson, Darryl Dotson’s widow

DOTSON | Phone has offered no clues
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called Mike Perros, a friend
and former colleague in
Danville.
“Have you heard anything
new about me there?” Darryl
asked.
“No,” said Perros. “Why
do you ask?”
“Things feel totally different,” Darryl said. “I can’t put
my finger on it. I just get the
feeling people feel differently
about me.”
This was out of the blue.
Not to worry, Perros said.
They hung up a few minutes
later.
Driving home around 4,
Kim couldn’t reach Darryl
by phone. Darryl was always reachable by phone. He
went nowhere without his
BlackBerry. By 6, when she
got back to Lexington, he still
wasn’t anywhere to be found.
According to their weekend plan, she was supposed
to go to a movie at Lexington
Green with her book club and
meet up with him for dinner
so she went to the show, expecting to catch up with him
mid-evening.
By 10 p.m., she was frantic. She called the police.
She’d have to wait 24 hours
before she filed a report.
She couldn’t wait. She
started calling hospitals and
jails. She called his friends.
She had family call the bus
station, car rental offices
and the airport. She tore the
house apart and made a list
of what was missing: a pair
of pajama bottoms, a pair of
jeans, his tennis shoes, a belt
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and his navy blue winter coat
with the green lining, his wal- Kim Dotson looked over one of the scrapbooks she had made for her husband. Kim said she
let, watch, keys, wedding ring, believes Darryl’s death was neither suicide nor an accident.
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Date set for new CD
from Whitney Houston
The date for Whitney
Houston’s comeback has
been set. Arista Records
says her long-awaited
album will be released
Sept. 1. So far, there’s no
word on a title.
Houston, 54, is one of
Houston
the best-selling artists of
all time, but she hasn’t released a CD in seven years. In recent years,
she’s been defined more by drug problems,
marital woes and erratic behavior than by

her voice. But lately, Houston has appeared
to return to form. She wowed the crowd
when she performed at her mentor Clive
Davis’ pre-Grammy party in February.

McCartney to play N.Y.
The New York Mets are inviting an old
friend to play at their new stadium: Sir
Paul McCartney, who will perform the first
concerts at Citi Field on July 17 and 18.
McCartney said he’s excited to be the first
to play the stadium, and he’s “really looking
forward to a buzzing show.” The 66-year-old
former Beatle was a surprise guest last summer for Billy Joel’s concert at Shea Stadium.
The previous home of the Mets — shut down
to make way for Citi Field — was also where
the Beatles performed for a sold-out crowd
of screaming fans in 1965.

Monday, March 17,
morning
Kim looked at the phone
logs online and saw that
Darryl’s phone had been in
use. She called all the numbers
and begged for help. A man
finally answered her call. She
pleaded with him to tell her
or the police what he knew.
He said he’d found the phone
at Masterson Station Park. He
said he’d talk to the police. No
one heard from him again.
The police searched the
park. It’s unclear whether
the police found any clues.
Police spokeswoman Sgt. Ann
Gutierrez declined to comment on the case.
The Dotsons’ friends and
family walked every field
between Georgetown and
Sandersville roads. They sent
flyers to truck stops and homeless shelters coast-to-coast.
The police agreed Kim
should keep the phone on and
see what happened.

Between March 17
and April 7
Every few days, Kim sent
copies of every call and text,
including the date, time and
number called to and from
Darryl’s phone, to police.
According to Kim, Lexington police originally told her
they could not track the phone
signal because they did not
have the proper equipment.
Later, she says, when they did
attempt tracking, the triangulation worked to get them only
within a two-block radius of
the phone. Further targeting of
the user, she was told, failed.
A few weeks into Darryl’s
disappearance, police told
Kim that he “must no longer
be with us or he was the best
person to ever disappear because there had been no trace
of him.”
No money had been taken
out of their bank account. He
hadn’t used his credit cards.
They had searched his laptop, run checks on his Social
Security number and run his
information through federal
databases. They had secured
detainment orders if he were
stopped by any law enforcement within United States
borders. Nothing.
The gone-baby-gone theory was losing steam even for
police.
This narrowed the family’s
options of what happened to
three: With his family’s history of stroke, he had suffered
a stroke and was wandering
somewhere still unidentified.
Or with his strange questions
just before his vanishing about
“feeling off,” perhaps he’d had
a psychotic break and was
similarly lost. Or somebody
killed him.

April 7
Kim, with the permission
of police, turned off Darryl’s
cell phone service. With 284
phone calls and 2,387 text
messages, she figured they
had enough to work with.

Saturday, May 23,
just before 6 p.m.
Harold “Cowboy” Kipp
was making his rounds on
Donamire Farm. It’s a trip the
night guard makes 20 times
a night, looping through the
700-acre horse farm to make
sure things are in order.
It was the smell that came
across the creek and over to
the farm road that made him
get out of the truck to look. He
thought he’d find a dead deer.

Susan Boyle aims for D.C.
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Susan Boyle, 48, who was hospitalized
last weekend after coming in second on
Britain’s Got Talent, may take weeks to
recover, says her doctor. But Boyle’s brother
John, 59, insists she’ll be ready to serenade
President Barack Obama, who has invited
her to perform July 4 at the White House.
“So as you can see, her dream is still very
much alive,” John told the Daily Record.
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Instead, he found most of
a body, chest down, headless,
its feet caught under a ledge,
its legs drifting out toward
the center of the creek.
“Pranksters,” he thought.
So Cowboy found some waders and ventured into the
3-foot-deep waters of Town
Branch. At 6:09, the police
got the 911 call.
Cowboy was absolutely
sure the body had just gotten
there within the last 12 hours.

Tuesday, May 26
The largely skeletonized
body was tentatively identified
as that of Darryl Dotson. In the
corpse’s front pants pocket, the
coroner found a wallet, some
credit cards and a few dollars.
Darryl kept his BlackBerry in
that pocket as well.
Fayette County Coroner
Gary Ginn said the body had
been in the water for “a fair
amount of time.” He added
that the decomposition was
consistent with being in the
water for three months at this
time of year, with the water
in the creek rising and falling
along the debris-strewn bank.
He could not answer the
question that had plagued the
Dotson family. They had repeatedly looked for him along
the creek, and he hadn’t been
there. So. where was he on
March 5? March 6? March 7?
Kim is certain this was not
an accident. Darryl wasn’t an
outdoors person. He wouldn’t
have left the concrete walking
path near the creek by their
home. He didn’t like the water. He didn’t even like to get
in a hot tub. He did not know
how to swim.

Saturday, May 30
Coroner Ginn had barely
gotten the cooler of drinks
out of the back of his truck
when the firefighter asked
him to come and see what his
volunteers had found. About
75 yards downstream from
where Darryl’s body had been
found, a skull with some skin
attached. Ginn examined it
but noticed no visible trauma
and “no unusual holes.”
Both of Darryl’s arms, his
hands, his left clavicle and
his left scapula, as well as his
coat, are still missing.
“That doesn’t matter,” said
his sister, Sandy. “In heaven,
he is whole, he is handsome,
he is all in one piece.”

Thursday, June 4
Using Darryl’s dental records, State Forensic Anthropologist Emily Craig confirmed that the remains found
in Town Branch were his.
Po l i c e s p o ke s wo m a n
Gutierrez said they will wait
for other medical information
to come in to determine if the
case should be ruled a homicide. Craig has not yet determined the cause of death.
The Dotson case is now labeled a death investigation.
The 39-year-old widow
sleeps when she gets too tired
to stay awake. She is not able
to turn off the light yet.
“My best-case ending for
this was that Darryl was safe
on an island with someone
else who loves him, though I’d
have killed him.” She allows
herself a smile.
“The worst case is this.”
Herald-Leader staff writer Ashlee
Clark contributed to this story.
Reach Amy Wilson at (859) 2313305 or at 1-800-950-6397, Ext.
3305.

1-800-933-7355
Online ads: 231-3164
Retail ad: 231-3150
TALK TO THE
NEWSROOM
Ask Us or access
our news archives:
231-1673
A la Carte,
Communities and
Inside | Out: 231-3303
Arts+Life,
Faith | Values and
Weekender: 231-1412
News tip from
around the region:
231-1455

News tips in
Lexington:
231-3301
Business tips and
notices: 231-1447
State politics:
231-3204
Report errors:
231-3200 or
1-800-274-7355
Letters to the editor:
231-3235
Photo reprints:
231-3394
Sports score:
1-888-222-7026
(Local area code is
859)

